
SEABROOK Anthony Driffield 

 

Acting Sub Lieutenant : Royal Naval Reserve : H.M.S. Rawalpindi  

Age: 21 Date of Death: 23/11/1939  

  

Additional information: Son of Joseph Driffield Seabrook and Nora Seabrook, of 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. His grandfather operated barges out of Tollesbury. They 

were the "stackies"  :- "Pride of Essex" & "D'Arcy Defender". The "stackies" took 

fodder to London & backhauled manure from the stables/ street sweepings from the 

City. They were sailed by a man, a boy & a dog. The boy sat on top of the haystack 

on deck giving instructions to the man at the helm & the dog dealt with thebrats. 

Anthony was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve along with Hector Ingate & 

Wilfred Pettican both from Tollesbury, who both died with him on HMS Rawalpindi. He lived at Wycke farm 

on the border with Tollesbury. He attended Maldon Grammar school & did his Naval training at HMS 

Worcester. He was at HMS Worcester as a 16 year old .  Below are pictures of him trying on his uniforms at the 

time he joined HMS Worcester. 

 



 

Here he is seen pre-war with his brothers Brian on the left & Francis in the middle. His father died during the 

war & his brothers carried on running the farm. 

Thames Nautical Training College, HMS Worcester 

After the introduction of competency examinations in 1851 it became clear that there was a need for pre-sea 

training for officers in the Royal and merchant services. A training ship already existed on the Mersey called the 

"Conway", so William Bullivant, a London merchant and Richard Green, a Blackwall shipbuilder, proposed a 

similar vessel for the Thames. By 1861 the Admiralty had agreed to lend the "Worcester", a 50-gun frigate, as a 

training ship. The Thames Marine Officer Training School was opened the following year with 18 cadets. 

Several vessels succeeded her, but they all retained the name "Worcester". The ship was initially stationed at 

Blackwall Reach, but was moved to Erith and then Greenhithe in 1871.   By 1920 the College had about 200 

cadets and Ingress Abbey was purchased providing a permanent shore base. It had offices, a sick room, laundry, 

playing fields and a swimming pool. In 1938 the "Cutty Sark" was acquired by the College and berthed 

alongside the "Worcester". She was used as a boating station until she was given to the "Cutty Sark Preservation 

Society" in 1953. The College closed in 1968 and Ingress Abbey became the site of the Merchant Navy College, 

which itself closed twenty years later. 

 

The cadets were regularly drilled in various exercises – here they can be seen manning the yards. In the summer, 

they would work aloft at sail drill, and here they are showing their skills to an audience. Other exercises 

included rope work, reading a compass, and physical drill, including cutlass exercise 



 

The book  "the Story of HMS Worcester" mentions the loss of Anthony & his fellow cadets on HMS 

Rawalpindi.  In 1934 he won a prize for English at HMS Worcester 

P&O liner on the London, 

Bombay and Far East routes. 

At the outbreak of World War 

11 the ship was taken over 

and converted to an armed 

merchant cruiser. While on 

patrol between Iceland and 

the Faroes she was attacked 

by the German battle cruisers 

Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. 

Hopelessly outmatched she 

attempted to escape into a 

nearby fog bank. With her 

bridge and wireless-room 

destroyed and completely at 

the mercy of the enemy ships 

it was decided to abandon the 

vessel. The casualties on 

board the Rawalpindi amounted to 275 dead including her commander Captain Kennedy and 39 other officers. 

Twenty-two crewmembers were taken prisoner by the German warships. The blazing Rawalpindi drifted for 

three hours before sinking. Other HMS Worcester cadets, who lost their lives alongside Anthony were :-  D. W. 

Bean,  W. Middleton, K. W. Morgan. F. H. J. Orton,  D. V. Pickersgill, &  M. F. Shute 

 

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45 War Medal  



Casualty Type: 

Commonwealth War 

Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: Panel 1, 

Column 2. Memorial: 

LIVERPOOL NAVAL 

MEMORIAL 

At the outbreak of the 

Second World War, it 

was evident that the 

Royal Navy would not be 

able to man all the 

auxiliary vessels that 

would serve with it. To 

deal with the shortfall in 

manpower, a number of 

officers and men of the 

Merchant Navy agreed to 

serve with the Royal Navy under the terms of a T.124 agreement, which made them subject to Naval discipline 

while generally retaining their Merchant Navy rates of pay and other conditions. The manning port established 

to administer these men was at Liverpool. More than 13,000 seamen served under these conditions in various 

types of auxiliary vessels, at first mainly in armed merchant cruisers, but also in armed boarding vessels, cable 

ships, rescue tugs, and others on special service. The Liverpool Naval Memorial commemorates 1,400 of these 

officers and men, who died on active service aboard more than 120 ships, and who have no grave but the sea. 

The great majority of Merchant Navy men, who did not serve with the Navy, but with merchant ships, are 

commemorated on the Merchant Navy Memorial, at Tower Hill in London. No. of Identified Casualties: 1406 

Last updated 19/02/2008                                      He is commemorated on the Tolleshunt D'Arcy war Memorial 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


